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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                    Media Contact: Julie Loignon 
                              Office: 512.655.6251 
                           Julie.Loignon@CircuitofTheAmericas.com 
   

U.S. MotoGP and Moto2 riders preview their 2014 season during Q&A at COTA  
Moto2 rookie Josh Herrin braves chilly temps to try out 3.4-mile Austin circuit 

 
AUSTIN, Texas (Jan. 23, 2014) – Circuit of The Americas (COTA) today welcomed veteran MotoGP rider and native 
Texan Colin Edwards and Moto2 newcomer Josh Herrin for some chilly track laps and a question-and-answer 
session with journalists in advance of their 2014 season. Edwards and Herrin are two of only three U.S. riders 
competing in the two series this year.  
 
The colder-than-normal temperatures and bone-chilling wind kept Edwards from his scheduled track laps; 
however, he did allow a friend who accompanied him to suit up and get some track time. The intrepid Herrin, a 23-
year-old Californian who now calls Georgia home, braved the cold and took a street bike out for several trips 
around COTA’s 3.4-mile racing circuit, in between bouts of strong winds that pummeled the track all day. 
 
Both riders addressed a variety of topics with assembled media during a midday luncheon; here are the highlights: 
 
COLIN EDWARDS, age 39, Team NGM Mobile Forward Racing 

ON EXPECTATIONS FOR THE 2014 SEASON… 

“We’re on Yamahas (engines) so it’s got to be better. Obviously we have a good package this year. I’ve tested a 
couple times. I’m headed on a plane here in about a week to go to Malaysia to do our first test and I’m looking 
forward to it. We’ve got a couple things in the works, chassis-wise, and we’re building and it should be better 
absolutely.”  

WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO RACE IN HIS HOME STATE OF TEXAS… 

“It was awesome. I think it’s the first track I’ve driven to in, I don’t know, 25 years… since I started racing. It was 
crazy to jump in my truck, load the kids up and haul ass! Just the atmosphere was… the only thing I can compare it 
to was when we went to Shanghai, China, and raced in there in 2007 or 2006. You drove up, and it was 
phenomenal how big the facility was. And I think that was my first real taste of seeing what can be built for a race 
track. And here was the exactly same way. When I drove up for the first time and did the PR event at the beginning 
of last year, I drove up and was like holy crud! This is in my backyard. So it’s a pleasure to come here and race 
because they’ve done a fantastic job of building this facility.”  

ON ESTABLISHING HIS OWN MOTORCYCLE RIDING SCHOOL, THE COLIN EDWARDS TEXAS TORNADO BOOT CAMP 
NEAR HOUSTON, TEXAS… 

“We built a hotel, covered a football field more or less. We’ve got three or four tracks on the property. Once you 
arrive nobody ever leaves. We ride motorcycles all throughout the day, shoot guns after lunch, and when the 
motorcycling stops, we have a few beers around the fire and tell horror stories. People seem to enjoy that a lot.” 

JOSH HERRIN, age 23, Team Caterham Moto Racing 

ON HIS FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF COTA…  

“I didn’t have the opportunity to go to the GP last year or Formula 1 race and immediately when I pulled down the 
driveway I was like, this place is sick! It’s so much different than what I’ve seen as far as race tracks go. The coolest 
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thing is that it’s in the U.S.; you don’t see stuff like that in the U.S. very often just because racing in general isn’t a 
big thing in the States compared to Europe. My expectations were blown away. I didn’t think it would be this nice. 
It was fun on the track. The design is really nice.”  

ON HOW VALUABLE TODAY’S TRACK SESSION WAS FOR HIM… 

“It will make it so much better. Even though we didn’t get a lot of laps today having track time on a new track is so 
helpful. When I went to Jerez for the first time, I played a million laps on video games.  I watched all of the on 
board footage. Even then it’s so different learning the track.”  

ON JUMPING UP TO MOTO 2… 

“Anyone that races AMA, it’s a dream come true to race on the world stage—any sport that you do really. It’s a 
once and a lifetime opportunity and to be the only American doing it, is really cool for me to represent my country, 
I guess.” 

 ON BEING THE ONLY AMERICAN IN MOTO2 THIS YEAR… 

“If anything there’s more pressure. With Nicky and Colin racing in the GP class, you know they’re going to do well. 
Me being the new guy and the only American, they are going to expect me to do well.”  

ON THIS YEAR’S RED BULL GRAND PRIX OF THE AMERICAS AT COTA… 

“I think it’s going to be the most exciting time of the year, coming home. I always see Nicky and Colin are really 
excited to go in front of their home crowd, and I can see why. I went to the last race in Spain, and it’s just full of 
Spanish fans, and I can see coming here being in front of a 100,000 people. It’s going to be pretty exciting.”  

Downloadable, high-resolution images of today’s media event with Colin Edwards and Josh Herrin and GoPro 
videos of Herrin’s ride around the COTA circuit are available at COTA’s FTP site, 
http://media.circuitoftheamericas.com/. 

About Circuit of The Americas 
Circuit of The Americas (COTA) in Austin, Texas, is the home of world championships and a world-class destination 
for premium sports and entertainment.  COTA hosts the annual FORMULA 1 UNITED STATES GRAND PRIX, which 
was named 2013 “Sports Event of the Year” by SportsBusiness Journal/Daily, and is the new North American home 
for the summer edition of ESPN’s X Games.  More than one million visitors come to COTA each year for events 
such as MotoGP™, United Sportscar Racing, the FIA World Endurance Championships, COTA Track Days, business 
and social functions, and more than 20 performances at the venue’s acclaimed Austin360 Amphitheater, 
nominated for Pollstar’s “Best New Major Concert Venue” award for 2013.  COTA’s 1,500-acre campus includes a 
variety of permanent structures, including a 44,000-square foot Event Center, an impressive Main Grandstand with 
hospitality suites and the Velocity Lounge, a 270,000-square foot Paddock Building with 34 garages, and an iconic 
25-story Observation Tower at the heart of the facility. For more information and downloadable video and photos, 
visit: www.CircuitofTheAmericas.com, www.Austin360Amphitheater.com or the COTA’s dedicated FTP site, 
media.circuitoftheamericas.com.  Follow COTA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CircuitofTheAmericas and 
Twitter @circuitamericas  and @COTAmedia. 
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